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The European Motorcyclists Forum is a joint 

effort of the European Commission and the 

Federation of European Motorcyclists' 

Associations (FEMA). It is a platform for 

discussion on safety, mobility and the future 

of two-wheel transport in Europe.  

The second European Motorcyclists' Forum 

was held in Cologne on 3 October 2012, 

hosting the RIDERSCAN and SIM2CO 

research projects.  

The event was jointly organised by the 

European Commission and FEMA and brought together motorcyclists, experts in the field and 

policymakers. Three keynote speakers were invited: 

- Claes Tingvall, Swedish Director of Road Safety and father of the Vision Zero 

concept, presented his experience working with motorcyclists; 

- Robbert Verweij, Senior Policy Adviser at the Dutch Ministry of Transport, 

explained how the Netherlands has set up a Motorcycling Action Plan involving 

motorcycle safety stakeholders; 

- Liz de Rome, Senior Researcher at Neuroscience Research Australia, presented 

the latest key outcomes of motorcycle safety research in Australia, with a special focus 

on training, infrastructure, and human behaviour 

Two panels allowed for open discussions: "Training and licencing - the right approach" 

and "Improved infrastructure standards: a tool for local road safety" featuring panelists 

from Europe and Australia. 

The event saw the launch of multiple initiatives of the Federation of European Motorcyclists' 

Associations: a new training and licencing approach to improve the safety of novice riders; 

a European-wide survey for mapping motorcyclist habits and practice; an online guide to 

the installation of motorcyclist-friendly roadside barriers for local authorities; and 

comprehensive Roadside Barrier Guidelines promoting good practices. 

Participants to the Forum received free passes to the opening night of INTERMOT, Europe's 

largest motorcycle, scooter and bicycle trade fair. 

  

http://www.europeanmotorcyclistsforum.eu/
http://www.riderscan.eu/
http://www.pole-moveo.org/pdf-projets-das/Sim2co-A.pdf
http://www.intermot-cologne.com/en/intermot/home/index.php
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Session 1: RIDERSCAN project overview and presentations 
on national approach to motorcycle safety 

 

Summary of Session 1 

National safety approaches were presented in the form of the Swedish Joint Strategy and the 

Dutch Action Plan for improving road safety for motorcyclists and moped riders. 

According to Aline Delhaye, “These are examples to be promoted because motorcyclists were 

fully involved in their development and the outcomes are expected to be very positive. 

Getting motorcyclists on board is already a major step forward and listening to their needs 

will definitely make things happen, as shown by the examples from Sweden and the 

Netherlands.” 

 

Research highlights 

The Forum highlighted the importance of research by showcasing both the RIDERSCAN 

(www.riderscan.eu) and the SIM2CO+ projects (http://www.pole-moveo.org/pdf-projets-

das/Sim2co-A.pdf). SIM2CO+ designs simulated training modules to improve learner 

motorcyclists' hazard perception. Their content is based on a review of existing literature and 

a study of novice and learner riders. 

Research is essential in improving road safety. Casto Lopez Benitez emphasised the EU's 

commitment in this area, saying, “The EU has provided grants to many road safety projects. 

Concerning motorcycles, it provided 50% of the financing for projects such as RIDERSCAN, 

which makes a comprehensive assessment of motorcycle safety.” 

The Forum also benefited from third-country input. Liz de Rome from Neuroscience Research 

Australia presented the findings of her latest study on Motorcycle Protective Gear along with 

an overview of research in Australia on training, infrastructure and behaviour. 

 

Presentations and speeches 

Introduction to the conference by Gerard Livett, President of FEMA 

→ Listen to the speech here  

 

Casto Lopez Benitez, Policy Officer, European Commission 

→ Listen to the speech here  

 

A European Scanning Tour for Motorcycle Safety: The RIDERSCAN project - Aline 

Delhaye, Secretary General at FEMA (EU) 

→ See the presentation here and listen to the speech here  

http://www.pole-moveo.org/pdf-projets-das/Sim2co-A.pdf
http://www.pole-moveo.org/pdf-projets-das/Sim2co-A.pdf
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/2-Gerard_Livett.mp3
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/4-Casto_Lopez_Benitez.mp3
http://www.riderscan.eu/
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=delhaye-aline-2
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=delhaye-aline-2
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/1_AlineDelhaye_EMF.ppsx
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/6-Aline_Delhaye.mp3
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RIDERSCAN presentation and outcomes: 

- Gather knowledge and best practices:

 motorcycling population and means to reach it;

 motorcycling use and safety characteristics;

 stakeholders initiatives

- Identify needs for European and national action

 legislation

 standardization

 research

 specific actions

- Disseminate outcomes 

enhancing communication

advancing knowledge and Foster a new dynamic 

develop cooperation

 

 

The 8 deliverables of RIDERSCAN: 

8 motorcycle 

safety 

areas:

 foster a new 

dynamic 

 advancing 

knowledge 

 improve 

communication 

 enhance 

cooperation

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Methodological aspects of the data collection process: 

 

Presentation of the contribution process: 

[This method aimed at collecting relevant documents on motorcycle safety through a public 

system of contribution. Regrettably, this contribution possibility was never used in practice].  

www.riderscan.eu/contribute/

 

 

 

Launch of public activities

 Contribute/resources

 Disseminate the pan-

European Survey

www.riderscan.eu

 



6 

 

Motorcycle safety in Australia: What Australian research brings to us - Liz de Rome, Senior 

Researcher at Neuroscience Research Australia (Australia) 

→ See the presentation here and listen to the speech here  

 

The Swedish approach to motorcycle safety: a Vision Zero Road for Motorcyclists - Claes 

Tingvall, Director of Road Safety at Ministry of Transport (Sweden) 

→ See the presentation here and listen to the speech here  

→ Listen to the questions & answers session here  

 

The Dutch approach to motorcycle safety: Taking motorcyclists seriously - Robbert Verweij, 

Senior Policy Advisor, Road Safety Department at Ministry of Transport (The Netherlands) 

→ See the presentation here and listen to the speech here  

 

Session 2: Panel discussion 1: Training and licencing – the 
right approach 

Discussion is a vital part of any Forum and, said Casto Lopez, “The main topics were the role 

of training and licencing and improvements to infrastructure.” Two panel discussions took 

place, the first of which looked at the relationship between training and licencing systems and 

how to improve them. 

Training and licensing: 
the right approach

Panel discussion 1

Panelists
Casto Lopez Benitez (EC/MOVE/RoadSafety)

Claes Tingvall (Ministry of Transport - Sweden)
Karsten Nikolaisen (Public Roads Administration – Norway)
Jesper Christensen – (Sveriges MotorCyklister - Sweden)

Stéphane Espié (IFSTTAR - France)
Liz de Rome (Neuroscience Research Australia)

Michael Pfeiffer (Motorrad - Germany)

Moderation: John Chatterton-Ross (Fédération Internationale de 
Motocyclisme)

 

 

 

http://au.linkedin.com/pub/liz-de-rome/15/b49/8a7
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/2_LizdeRome.ppsx
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/08%20-%20de%20Rome.mp3
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=tingvall-claes
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=tingvall-claes
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/10%20-%20Tingvall.mp3
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/11-Claes_Tingvall_Q-and-A.mp3
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=verweij-robbert
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/3_RobbertVerweij.ppsx
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/13-Robbert_Verweij.mp3
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Summary of Session 2 

As Mr Lopez added, “Concerning licencing, the Forum acknowledged the importance of the 

progressive access to be implemented by the new Driving Licence Directive. It also 

underlined the importance of risk perception and awareness in motorcycle training and 

training in real traffic situations, as this is not generally applied today.” 

Representatives from Norway and Sweden also underlined the need for driving licence and 

training schemes to start from precise accident knowledge. In Norway, for instance, in-depth 

accident investigation has led to revising the training curriculum to better fit with riders’ 

needs. This revision process then led to a review of the licencing access scheme. 

 

Presentation and speech 

SIM2CO project presentation - Stéphane Espié, Senior Researcher at IFSTTAR (France) 

→ See the presentation here and listen to the speech here  

 

Session 3: Panel discussion 2: Improved infrastructure 
standards – a tool for local road safety 

 

Improved infrastructure standards: 
a tool for local road safety

Panel discussion 2

Panelists
Casto Lopez Benitez (EC/MOVE/RoadSafety)

Robbert Verweij (Ministry of Transport – The Netherlands)
Kris Redant (FEHRL/ Belgium Road Research Center - Belgium)

Eric Thiollier (Fédération Française des Motards en Colère - France)
Liz de Rome (Neuroscience Research Australia)

Magnus Klys (MC Folket – Sweden)

Moderation: Claes Tingvall (Swedish Transport Administration)

 

Summary of Session 3 

The third session focused on improving infrastructure and possible reviews of construction 

standards. Other topics included the design and maintenance of roads and barriers for 

motorcyclists. 

The discussion took account of challenges to improving infrastructure, particularly the fact 

http://www.pole-moveo.org/pdf-projets-das/Sim2co-A.pdf
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=espie-stephane-2
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/4_StephaneEspie.ppsx
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/16-Stephane_Espie.mp3
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that, “responsibility for infrastructure is diverse and cooperation and communication amongst 

stakeholders is essential. Safety rules and standards are not always implemented. We have to 

work to ensure that they are”, explained Mr Lopez. 

As part of the infrastructure session FEMA presented its motorcyclist protection system 

website (http://www.mc-roadsidebarriers.eu/). For Aline Delhaye, the website is one answer 

to the above-mentioned problem. It will help road authorities to better understand the 

problems of motorcyclists involved in collisions with roadside barriers. The website provides 

a lot of useful information on existing test protocols, good examples in various European 

countries, and detailed guidelines for road authorities on the recent EU Technical 

Specification 1317 part 8. Of particular importance is the database where manufacturers can 

place details of motorcyclist protection products. Local authorities can then go online to look 

for the products they need. 

 

Presentation and speech 

Better Infrastructure for motorcyclists: the FEMA roadside barrier campaign - Maurice 

Anderson, Bundesverband der Motorradfahrer (Germany) 

→ See the presentation here and listen to the speech here  

Conclusion of the Forum 

 

Ms Delhaye felt that the launch of the public activities of the RIDERSCAN project at the 

European Motorcyclists Forum was a milestone. She explained that “one of the objectives of 

the project is to create a motorcycle safety network throughout Europe, getting the best 

information about motorcycle safety.” The Forum was the best opportunity to launch the 

RIDERSCAN motorcyclists pan-European Survey http://www.fema-online.eu/riderscan-

survey/ and to offer the opportunity for people to provide input http://www.fema-

online.eu/riderscan/contribute.  

Both FEMA and the European Commission see these inputs as very important” 

Reflecting on the day, Aline Delhaye concluded that, “The Forum is useful as it allows 

national stakeholders to learn what's happening in other countries. Road authorities and 

motorcyclists want the same thing. Though our analysis and how we reach our aim might 

differ, the best way to get there is to talk to each other.” 

 

http://www.mc-roadsidebarriers.eu/
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=anderson-maurice
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=anderson-maurice
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/5_MauriceAnderson.ppsx
http://www.fema-online.eu/uploads/documents/events/EMF2012/audio/20-Maurice_Anderson.mp3
http://www.fema-online.eu/riderscan-survey
http://www.fema-online.eu/riderscan-survey
http://www.fema-online.eu/riderscan/contribute
http://www.fema-online.eu/riderscan/contribute
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Participants list 
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Pictures of the event 

   

   

   

 


