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1. Priority objectives – “Accident reporting” 
 

The expected deliverable is a status quo of the data ideally needing to be collected 
and recommendations on harmonising police accident reporting. 

 

 

2. Methodology 
 
We carried out our work in three phases: 
 

 Studies of police accident reports from several Member States;  
 

 Interviews with managers responsible for personal injury claims at the 
Motorcyclists' Insurance Company (Mutuelle des Motards), as these people 
have daily contact with police accident reports; 

 
 Collecting information from experts and from members of EU Member 

State biking communities.  
 

 

3. Studying police accident reports 
 

a- REGIONS STUDIED 
 
The objective is to come up with a status quo of the data ideally needing to be 
collected and recommendations on harmonising police accident reporting. 
 
To accomplish this, we selected 9 countries (cf. Annex 6) deemed to be collectively 
representative of reporting practices. 
 

b- DATA COLLECTION 
 
For each country, we collected 4 accident reports, studying each one in detail. 
 
Each heading or data item was systematically listed in a file. 
 
On the basis of these 36 accident reports, we listed 74 headings existing in all or part 
of the countries looked at. 
 
 
The headings were then classified into 5 categories: 
 
 

- PROCEDURAL DATA 
The (police) unit attending the scene, its code, the accident report number, 
date and place of the accident 
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- INFORMATION ON THE VEHICLE(S) INVOLVED 
Data includes all information listed on the registration certificate, the insurance 
company(s), the vehicle load, the state of the tyres, the point of initial impact 
on the vehicle(s), visible damage, protective measures taken, etc. 
 

- STATUS INFORMATION REGARDING THE ACCIDENT,  
The atmospheric conditions prevailing at the time of the accident (sunshine, 
rain, night, fog, etc.) and the condition of the road (state of the tarmac and 
road shoulder, lighting, signposting and road marking, traces of debris, etc.) 
are described in detail. 
 

- STATEMENTS OF DRIVERS, OWNERS, VICTIMS AND/OR CLAIMANTS, 
WITNESSES 
The police take statements from drivers, victims, claimants, witnesses, vehicle 
owners. Each of these identifies himself and tells his version of what 
happened. 
 

- SKETCHES, PHOTOS 
A sketch will detail the place of the accident, showing the road, pavements, 
traffic direction and the position of the vehicles. Also listed are the points of 
impact and a record of the measures taken. 
 
 
 

4. Collecting data from insurance managers, experts and 
the PTW communities in the Member States 
 
See Annexes 4 and 5 
 
Questions posed: 
 
PTW community 
 
1. Do you have comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 

PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility, and 
information on the rider)? 

2. Do you see an advantage in having a PTW-specific “accident reporting 
form”? Please explain. 

3. According to your expertise, what should such a “PTW-specific accident 
report” focus on that would be helpful in improving understanding of PTW 
accident causes and statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc. 

 
 
 

Member State experts 
 
1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category? (E.g.: 

local, regional, TEN-T roads).   
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2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

a. If yes (please send a copy if possible), what are the main 
differences to the regular accident report? 

b. If no, do you have a section specifically for PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

4. What happens in practice when an accident involving a PTW occurs with 
regard to filling in the form? 

 
 

5. Problems identified and recommendations 
 
It should be noted that the more variables we have available, the better our analysis 
of road accidents will be at European level.  
 
On the other hand, differences in the variables found in the data collected, their 
values, their definitions, as well as structural differences in the accident report forms 
and in the formats of the relevant data in existing national databases can make it very 
difficult to compare data. 
 
As a consequence, the lack of harmonised accident data between and within EU 
Member States represents an obstacle to exploiting such data and limits EU-level 
comparisons.  
 
We identified 74 different headings within the various accident reports studied. 
 
For example, Spain uses 34 headings, while France has 56. 
 

 Recommendation 1: Harmonise the format of accident report forms at a 
European level 

 
 
A further finding was that the content of the headings found in the accident reports 
studied differed from country to country, making it more difficult or even impossible to 
perform any comparison. 
 
Example: description of the road: state of the road surface, curve or straight road, 
upward/downward slope, etc. 
 

 
 Recommendation 2: Harmonise the content of the individual headings at 

European level 
 
 
In identifying the vehicle(s) involved, the vast majority of accident reports only list 
their make and/or model. 
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Within their national accident report forms, a number of countries list the type of 
vehicle when a PTW is involved. 
However, as this heading is not mandatory, any data is collected in a non-
harmonised manner. 
 
It would be a good idea for us to be able to at least find details of the engine size and/or the 

type of vehicle (sports, basic, off-road, custom, etc.). 
 

 

 Recommendation 3: Put forward a proposal for the harmonised 
classification of the vehicles involved 

 
 

The place where the accident happened is not listed in a uniform and precise manner 
from one country to the next. 

For instance, when an accident happens in a built-up area, it would be no problem to 
list the name of the street and the nearest street number. 

By contrast, this is much more difficult when the accident occurs in the open 
countryside. 
 

 

 Recommendation 4: Have the police list the GPS coordinates of the place 
of accident 

 
 

There are different ways of listing the damage to the vehicles in the accident reports. 

This is a further factor making it difficult to compare countries. 
 

 Recommendation 5: For each vehicle involved, list the following: 
- point of impact (front left, front right, etc.) 
- the angle of impact (0°, 45°, 90°, 135°…360°)  
- impact severity (light, medium, hard) 

 
 

 Recommendation 6: Make it mandatory to take a photo of the damage to 
each vehicle involved. 

 
 

With a view to gaining a better understanding of the accidentology of PTW riders,  
it is seen as a good idea to be able to access such data as how often the vehicle is 
used or what the purpose of the last trip was, as is possible in France and Belgium. 
 

 
 Recommendation 7: Put forward a proposal for European harmonisation of 

data on vehicle use frequency; 
 

 
 Recommendation 8: Put forward a proposal at European level for gathering 

data on the purpose of the last trip. 



8 

 

As already mentioned above, if we want to improve PTW safety we need to have 
comparable data at European level. 

 

This involves not just having common headings in police accident reports but also 
having identical value ranges in all countries. 

 
For instance, the CADaS protocol recommends collecting data on a rider's age. The 
problem is that each country has its own range of values. 
 
 

Austria: 

0-14; 15-19; 20-24… 

 

Belgium: 

0-4; 5-9; 10-14; 15-19… 

 

France: 

0-14; 15-17; 18-24… 

 

Italy: 
1-13; 14-29 
 
 

Though police reports constitute a great potential, they are of poor data quality and/or 
only partially filled out.  

 

Each state must be made aware of the fact that the quality of the data collected is 
dependent on the extent to which the police are involved in accomplishing this task. 

 
In many cases, the police's primary concern at the scene of an accident is to secure 
the area to prevent any further accident happening! 
 
 
 

6. Findings and proposal 
 
 

Given the specific features of each Member State, in our view we see little point in 
having a harmonised police accident report form at European level. 

 

Were we to have such, i.e. taking the specific features of each country into account, 
we would end up with a long and tedious data collection process. 
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Our proposal is therefore to have certain headings made mandatory, with these being 
harmonised for all EU Member States. 

 
This would allow us to gain a much better picture of the accidentology of PTW riders 
(bikers and trikers) as well as improving our knowledge of the traumatology of riders 
and their passengers. 
 
 

7. Headings to be harmonised 
 
/ ! \ The majority of headings have been developed on the basis of the CADaS 

protocol (cf. Annex 1) 
 
 
Heading 1 – POLICE DATA 
 

- Police unit 
o Text Box  

 
- Police report number 

o Value (5 digits) 
 

- Year 
o Value (4 digits) 

 
 
Heading 2 - ACCIDENT 
 

- Accident ID 
o Country code 
o Year 
o Accident number 

 
- Accident date 

o Day 
o Month 
o Year 

 
  

- Accident time 
o Hour : minute 

 
 

- Weather conditions 
o Dry/clear 
o Rain 
o Snow 
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o Fog/mist/smoke 
o Sleet/hail 
o Severe icing 
o Other 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Light condition 
o Daylight 
o Twilight 
o Darkness Night - street lighting on 
o Night - street lighting off 
o Night - no street lighting 
o Night -  not known whether street lighting available 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Accident involving a pedestrian 
 

o NA 
o Pedestrian crossing street - no turning vehicle outside a junction 
o Pedestrian crossing street – no turning vehicle at a junction 
o Pedestrian crossing street – not specified whether turning vehicle  
o Pedestrian crossing – vehicle turning right (left) 
o Pedestrian crossing – vehicle turning left (right) 
o Pedestrian crossing – not specified whether turning vehicle 
o Pedestrian standing on the road 
o Pedestrian walking along the road 
o Pedestrian on pavement or bicycle lane 
o Pedestrian – other situation 
o Pedestrian - unknown 

 
 

- Accident involving a parked vehicle 
 

o NA 
o Hit vehicle(s) parked on right (left) side of the road 
o Hit vehicle(s) parked left (right) side of the road 
o Hit parked vehicle(s) – side of the road not specified 
o Hit parked vehicle(s) – opening door 
o Other accident with parked vehicles 
o Accident with parked vehicle(s) – unknown 

 
 

- Accident with no other road vehicle involved 
 

o NA 
o Collision with an animal 
o Collision with obstacles on or above the road 
o Collision with roadwork facilities 
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o Collision with a train 
o Collision with an obstacle 
o Slipped on oil/fuel 
o Slippery road 
o Accident caused by a hole in the road 

 
 

- Accident with at least one other vehicle – excluding turning 
  

o NA 
o Same direction – overtaking 
o Same direction – collided with the vehicle in front 
o Same direction – entering collision 
o Same direction – side collision 
o Same direction – other 
o Same direction – not specified 
o Head-on collision in general 
o Opposite direction – reversing 
o Opposite direction – other 
o Opposite direction – not specified 
o Other accidents not involving turning 

 
 

- Accident with at least one other vehicle – turning or crossing 
 

o Same road – same direction – rear end collision 
o Same road – same direction – u-turn in front of another vehicle 
o Same road – same direction – turning right (left) 
o Same road – same direction – turning left (right) 
o Same road – same direction – other 
o Same road – same direction – not specified 
o Same road – opposite direction – turning left (right) in front of other 

vehicle 
o Same road – opposite direction – u-turn in front of another vehicle 
o Same road – opposite direction – turning into same road 
o Same road – opposite direction – turning into opposite roads 
o Same road – opposite direction – turning right (left) in front of another 

vehicle 
o Same road – opposite direction - turning or crossing – not specified 
o Different roads – crossing (no turning) 
o Different roads – turning  right (left) in front of vehicle from the left (right) 
o Different roads – turning right (left) head-on collision 
o Different roads – both vehicles turning 
o Different roads – turning left (right) into traffic from the right (left) side  
o Different roads – turning left (right) into traffic from the left (right) side 
o Different roads – turning into traffic – other 
o Different roads – not specified 
o Crossing or turning – other 
o Crossing or turning – unknown 
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- Multiple crash 

 
 
 
Heading 3: PLACE 
 

- Latitude 
 

o Values 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Longitude 
 

o Values 
o Unknown 

 
 

- E-Road classification (CADAaS protocol – cf. Annex 1) 
 

o NA 
o E-Road code(s) 
o Unknown 

 
 

- E-Road kilometer 
 

o NA 
o E-Road kilometer 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Road functional class – first road 
 

o Principal arterial 
o Secondary arterial 
o Collector 
o Local 
o Other  
o Unknown 

 

- Road functional class – second road 
 

o Principal arterial 
o Secondary arterial 
o Collector 
o Local 
o Other  
o Unknown 
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- Speed limit – first road 
 

o No speed limit 
o Unknown 
o < 30 km/h 
o 30-50 km/h 
o 51-80 km/h 
o 81-100 km/h 
o 101-120 km/h 
o > 120 km/h 

 
 

- Speed limit – second road 
 

o No speed limit 
o Unknown 
o < 30 km/h 
o 30-50 km/h 
o 51-80 km/h 
o 81-100 km/h 
o 101-120 km/h 
o > 120 km/h 

 
 

- Motorway 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Built-up area 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Junction 
 

o Not at a junction 
o Crossroads 
o Roundabout 
o T or staggered junction 
o Non graded junction – interchange 
o Other 
o Unknown 
o Not specified 
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- Surface condition 
 

o Dry 
o Snow, frost, ice or slush 
o Slippery 
o Wet or damp 
o Inundated 
o Other 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Obstacles on the road 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Carriageway 
 

o Single carriageway – one-way street 
o Single carriageway – two-way street 
o Dual carriageway 
o Single carriageway – not specified 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Number of lanes 
 

o Number of lanes 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Emergency lane / hard shoulder 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unknown 

- Tunnel 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Bridge 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unknown 
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o Yes 
o No 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Road curve 
 

o Yes 
o No  
o Unknown 

 
 
 
Heading 4: PERSONS INVOLVED 
 

- Vehicle ID 
 

o Values 
 
 

- Citizen ID 
 

o Values 
 
 

- Name 
 

o Text Box 
 

 
- Surname 

 

o Text Box 
 
 

- Address 
 

o Text Box 
- Nationality 

 

o Nationality 
 

o National 
 

o EU foreigner 
 

o Non-EU foreigner 
 

o Foreigner, not specified 
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o Unknown 
 

 

- Date of birth 
 

o Year of birth 
o Year and month of birth 
o Date of birth 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Gender 
 

o Male 
o Female 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Road user type 
 

o Driver 
o Passenger 
o Pedestrian 
o Witness 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Injury severity 
 

o Fatally injured 
o Seriously injured 
o Slightly injured 
o Not injured 
o Unknown 
o Injured 

 
 

- Injured body parts 
Multiple choice 

 
o Upper body 

 Head 
 Face 
 Neck 
 Arms 
 Thorax 
 Abdomen 
 Spine 
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o Legs 
 Pelvis 
 Femur 
 Knee 
 Tibia 
 Fibula 
 Ankle 

 
 

- Safety equipment 
 

o NA 
o Seat belt worn / no airbag in vehicle 
o Seat belt worn / airbag deployed 
o Seat belt worn / airbag not deployed 
o Seat belt not worn / airbag deployed 
o Child safety seat facing forwards used 
o Child safety seat facing backwards used 

 
 

o Crash helmet  
 Half jet 
 Jet 
 Integral 
 Other 
 No helmet 
 Unknown 

 

 

 

o Motorcycle top clothes 
 Light (for example cotton) 
 Medium resistance (for example jean) 
 Thick (jacket with Kevlar reinforcement 
 Leather 
 Other 
 Unknown 

 

 

o Motorcycle lower body clothes 
 Light (for example cotton) 
 Medium resistance (for example jean) 
 Thick (jacket with Kevlar reinforcement 
 Leather 
 Other 
 Unknown 

 

o Motorcycle trousers suitable 
o Motorcycle suitable 
o Motorcycle suitable for rain 
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o Shoes 
 No / barefoot 
 Lightweight shoes 
 Normal shoes 
 Big shoes or boots 
 Reinforced shoes or boots 
 Other 
 Unknown 

 

 

o Gloves 
 Light (for example cotton) 
 Medium resistance (for example jeans, nylon or light leather) 
 Thick (Kevlar) 
 Reinforced (reinforced leather or reinforced Kevlar) 
 Other 
 Unknown 

 
o Back protector 
o Motorcycle airbag 
o Other safety gear (e.g. reflective clothing, additional lights…) 
o Seat belt worn – not specified 
o Child safety seat used – not specified 

 
 

- Driving licence validity 
 

o NA 
o With appropriate driving licence 
o With inappropriate driving licence 
o Provisional driving licence 
o Invalid or suspended driving licence 
o No driving licence 
o No licence required 
o Unknown 
o Invalid (or no) driving licence 

 
- Driving licence issue date 

 
o NA 
o Year 
o Year/month 
o Unknown 

 
- Alcotest 

 
o NA 
o Tested 
o Not tested 
o Unknown 
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- Alcotest sample type 
 

o NA 
o Blood sample 
o Breath sample 
o Unknown 

 
- Alcotest result 

 

o NA 
o Positive 
o Negative 
o Unknown 

 
- Alcohol level 

 

o NA 
o Level 
o unknown 

 
- Drug test 

 

o NA 
o Positive 
o Negative 
o Not tested 
o Unknown 

 
- Seating position in/on vehicle 

 

o NA 
o Driver 
o Front seat passenger 
o Rear passenger seated 
o Rear passenger standing 
o Rear passenger – not specified 
o Elsewhere 
o Unknown 

 
- Distracted (e.g. by electronic device) 

 

o NA 
o Not distracted  
o Mobile phone 
o Other electronic device 
o Eating / Drinking 
o Smoking 
o Unknown 
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- Psychophysical/physical impairment or condition 
 

o NA 
o No impairment 
o Inattention/absence-minded/worried 
o Tired/fell asleep 
o Illness/sudden illness/loss of consciousness 
o Defective eyesight or hearing 
o Dazzled by the sun 
o Other 
o Unknown 

 
 
 
Heading 5: VEHICLES INVOLVED 
 

- Vehicle ID 
 

o Values 
 
 

- Vehicle type 
 

o Bicycle 
o Moped 
o Motorcycle: 51 cc - 124 cc 
o Motorcycle: 125 cc - 249 cc 
o Motorcycle: 250 cc - 499 cc 
o Motorcycle: 500 cc - 749 cc 
o Motorcycle: 750 cc - 999 cc 
o Motorcycle: 1000 cc - 1249 cc 
o Motorcycle: 1300 cc - 1499 cc 
o Motorcycle: over 1500 cc 
o Quad: up to 50 cc 
o Quad: 51 cc - 124 cc 
o Quad: 125 cc - 249 cc 
o Quad: 250 cc - 499 cc 
o Quad: over 500 cc 
o 3 Wheeler  
o Passenger car 
o Minibus 
o Bus 
o Coach 
o Trolley 
o Goods vehicle under 3,5 T 
o Goods vehicle over 3,5 T 
o Tractor 
o Tram / Light rail 
o Ridden animal 
o Other motor vehicle 
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o Other non-motor vehicle 
o Pedestrian 
o Unknown 

 

o Two-wheel motor vehicle (Annex 2) 
 Sport 
 Roadster 
 Touring 
 Adventure 
 Custom 
 Scooter 
 Off Road 

 

 

- The serial number or VIN 
The VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) on a motorcycle is on the frame. 
Usually 17 digits longs, it is assigned to each vehicle during manufacturing.  

 

o Values (17 digits) 
 

 

- First point of impact 
 

o No impact 
o Left front 
o Centre front 
o Right front 
o Right side 
o Right rear 
o Centre rear 
o Left rear 
o Left side 
o Unknown 
o Front – not specified 
o Rear – not specified 

 

 

- Angle of impact 
 

o 0° 
o 45° 
o 90° 
o 135° 
o 180° 
o 225° 
o 270° 
o 315° 

 

 

- Intensity of impact 
 

o Light 
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o Medium 
o Heavy 

 

 

- Frequency of use 
 

o NA 
o Very occasionally 
o Occasionally 
o Often 
o Very often 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Purpose of previous trip 
o NA 
o Return home 
o Shopping 
o Visit a friend/parent 
o Do a sport 
o Go to work 
o Go to study 
o Professional tour 
o Visit patient 
o Go for treatment 
o Administrative dealings 
o Other 

 
 

- First non-vehicle object hit  
 

o NA 
o None 
o Road sign/traffic signal 
o Lamp post 
o Pole 
o Tree 
o Bus stop/shelter 
o Central crash barrier 
o Road side crash barrier  
o Ditch 
o Stone/rock or mountainside 
o Fence 
o Submerged in water 
o Other 
o Unknown 
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- Vehicle insurance for driver/rider 
 

o NA 
o Insured for vehicle 
o Not insured for vehicle 
o Unknown 

 
 

- Insurance company details 
 

o Text Box 
 
 

- Registration country 
 

o NA 
o Country code (code in accordance to ISO 3166-1 – cf. Annex 3) 
o Domestic 
o Foreign 

 
 
- Vehicle manoeuvre 

 
Vehicle manoeuvre 

 
o NA 
o Reversing 
o Parked 
o Entering a parking position 
o Leaving a parking position 
o Waiting to go ahead 
o Slowing or stopping 
o Moving off 
o U-turn 
o Waiting to turn left 
o Turning left 
o Waiting to turn right 
o Turning right 
o Changing lane to left 
o Changing lane to right 
o Avoidance manoeuvre 
o Overtaking on the left 
o Overtaking on the right 
o Going round left-hand bend 
o Going round right-hand bend 
o Going straight forward/normal driving 
 
Pedestrian Manoeuvre 

 
o Crossing using pedestrian crossing 
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o Crossing without using pedestrian crossing 
o Walking on the carriageway, facing traffic 
o Walking on the carriageway, back to the traffic 
o Standing or playing on the carriageway  
o Not on the carriageway (for example on the pavement or a cycle track) 
o Getting in / out of a vehicle 
o Other  
o Unknown 

 
 

- Photos of the vehicle 
 

o ¾ front left 
o ¾ front right 
o Left side 
o Right side 
o ¾ rear left 
o ¾ rear right 
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Annex 1 
 
CADaS protocol 
 
Road accident data have been collected in the European Union (EU) countries for 
many years now, for use in their own national systems. At European level, this data 
has also been available since 1991 in disaggregate level in CARE, the Community 
database on road accidents resulting in death or injury.  
CARE contains detailed data on individual accidents as collected by Member States, 
using a structure which allows for maximum flexibility and potential with regard to 
analysing the information contained in the system. 
 
The purpose of the CARE system is to provide a powerful tool enabling users to 
identify and quantify road safety problems throughout the European road network, 
evaluate the effectiveness of road safety measures, determine the relevance of 
Community actions and facilitate the exchange of experience in this field.  
Subsections of the national data sets are integrated in the CARE database, though in 
their original national structure and definitions.  
As existing national accident data collection systems are not always compatible and 
comparable among countries, the Commission provides and applies a set of 
transformation rules to national datasets, thereby making CARE data compatible. 
 
The CARE database currently contains 55 common road accident variables, though 
there is general agreement that more variables and values are necessary to better 
describe and analyse road accident phenomena at EU level.  
 
Due to differences in the collected data variables and values, their definitions, 
differences in the structures of accident data collection forms and in the relevant data 
formats, both accident data quality and availability are negatively impacted.  
The consequent lack of harmonised accident data among and within EU countries 
hinders the exploitation of CARE potential and limits data analyses and comparisons 
at EU level. 
 
Against this background, the recommendation for a Common Accident Data Set 
(CADaS) has been developed. The dataset would consist of a minimum set of 
standardised data elements, making comparable road accident data available 
throughout Europe.  
More jointly-defined variables and values will be added to those already found 
contained in the CARE database, thereby maximising the potential of the CARE 
database and allowing for more detailed and reliable analyses at European level. 
 
CADaS protocol 
  

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/road_safety/pdf/statistics/cadas_glossary.pdf
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Annex 2 

 
Moped 

 
 
 

Adventure 

 
 

Sport 

 
 
 

Custom 

 
 

Roadster 

 
 
 

Scooter 

 
 

Touring 

 
 

Off-road 
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Annex 3 

ISO 3166 country codes 

The ISO 3166 standard 

ISO 3166 is the international standard for the representation of names of countries 
and their subdivisions. 

Its aim is to define internationally recognised codes (letters and/or numbers) for use 
in designating countries and their subdivisions. Country names are not defined by the 
ISO. These are taken from the United Nations lists (Terminology Bulletin on “country 
names“ and the Standard Country or Area Codes used for statistical processing 
purposes by the Statistics Division of the United Nations Secretariat 

The use of codes saves times and avoids errors. While a country name may vary 
from one language to the next, a code made up of letters and/or numbers will be 
understood throughout the world. 

 

ISO country codes 

 

  

https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/fr/#search
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Annex 4  
 

Additional questions MC community 
Results for D4 – Accident reporting 

 

BELGIUM - FEBIAC 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Belgium 

Name of the respondent: Stijn Vancuyck 

Organisation/Department: FEBIAC 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

Too few elements are recorded, or are not adequate to provide a complete overview in of all 
factors related to the accident. 

Some accidents are missing in the analyses because the police were not called (e.g. single 
vehicle accidents). 

The rider’s level of experience (skills, extra training) and social profile are not taken into 
account. We are in need of a real “naturalistic driving study”. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Yes, certain factors need to be recorded that are less important for accidents between other 
vehicles: e.g. the state of the road surface. 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

We need experts on the spot immediately after an accident. 

 

GERMANY - BMW 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Germany 

Organisation/Department: Steering Governmental Affairs 

Name of the respondent: Dietmar Krohm 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving PTWs 
in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility, and information on the 
rider)? 

No 

mailto:l.marot@fema-online.eu
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2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

No 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus on 
that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template if 
you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

According to an updated list of variables of MAIDS 

 
GERMANY – IVM & IFZ 

 

Interviewee details:  

Country: Germany 

(1) Organisation: Industrie-Verband Motorrad Deutschland e.V. (IVM) 
(1) Name of the respondent: Reiner Brendicke 

(2) Organisation: Institut für Zweiradsicherheit e.V. (ifz) 
(2) Name of the respondent: Dr.-Ing. Achim Kuschefski 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

One of the central causes of accidents in Germany is the so-called “Not adapted speed”. 
This should not be put on a par with “Breaking the speed limit”, though most times it gets 
mixed up. If there is no other apparent immediate cause, police officers often chose “Not 
adapted speed” as it is a cause with a wide scope. But in many cases the hidden cause of an 
accident is to be found elsewhere – for example in the road construction. A more specific 
analysis of the accident cause would be helpful. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Though it might be an advantage, at the scene of the accident the police officers could be 
“overburdened”. The police have their work put out to regulate an accident. Besides the 
PTW-specific reporting form, other vehicle groups could claim their own reporting form. 
Where will it end? 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

See 1. 

The underlying cause of the accident needs to be specified in greater detail. 

To create a list of more relevant accident data the list of variables in the GIDAS database or 
the MAIDS database could be helpful.  

 

 

 

GREECE – AMVIR 

mailto:l.marot@fema-online.eu
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Interviewee details: 

Country: GREECE 

Name of the respondent: Dimitrios Patsios 

Organisation/Department: AMVIR (Association of Motor Vehicles Importers Representatives) 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

The majority of fatal accidents involving PTWs in Greece in 2012 (the latest Traffic Police 
data available) were caused by drivers themselves, with very few accidents caused by 
infrastructure problems. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

A detailed accident reporting form would be useful for further analysing the critical 
parameters of road accidents. 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

Below you will find some information that could be useful for inclusion in a PTW-specific 
accident report: 

 Detailed description of accident including a complete diagram /sketch. 

 Full details of vehicle (i.e. make, model, cc, colour, registration plates, etc.) 

 

ITALY – ANCMA 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Italy 

Organisation/Department: Confindustria ANCMA - PTW’s dept. 

Name of the respondent: Claudio De Viti 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

At present the quality of the reports is too poor and they only contain generic terms. 
Infrastructure problems are simply ignored. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Yes, because accident details are important for understanding the dynamics of what 
happened. 

mailto:l.marot@fema-online.eu
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3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

 Description of the road: state of the road surface, curve or straight road, uphill or downhill  

 Weather conditions, night or daylight 

 Rough estimate of speed  

 Driver’s health condition, presence of alcohol or drugs 

 Vehicle conditions (wheels, brakes, etc.) 

 
ITALY – DUCATI 

 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Italy  

Organisation/Department: Ducati Motor Holding 

Name of the respondent: Luca Zanovello 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

No 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

No. Italian reports are very detailed; therefore they are often available several weeks after 
the crash. To improve them, it would be sufficient to insert at the beginning of the report a 
code explaining what kind of vehicles were involved in the accident and a sort of abstract. 

 

THE NETHERLANDS – KAWASAKI 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Netherlands 

Organisation/Department: Kawasaki Motors Europe NV, Regulatory Affairs Section 

Name of the respondent: Vasileios Lykomitros 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

No. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Yes. Knowing exactly how and why an accident happened is important for better 
understanding the use of our products. This could potentially lead to the development of a 

mailto:l.marot@fema-online.eu
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new vehicle technology, or non-technical activities such as the introduction of rider training 
programs. 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

For our company the cause of an accident is of utmost importance, as this is where we could 
potentially offer improvements. Looking at accident causes we would include items such as 
rider behaviour and movements, use of protective equipment, topography of the accident 
location, climatic conditions, vehicle trajectory and speed, vehicle specifications and 
mechanical condition. 

 

THE NETHERLANDS – YAMAHA 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Netherlands/Germany 

Name of the respondent: Hennes Fischer 

Organisation/Department: Yamaha Motor Europe N.V. Consultant 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

The depth of police reporting varies too much. Often ‘’speed’ is mentioned as the accident 
cause, with too little consideration being given to underlying factors such as human error, 
rider profile, specific PTW-related situations, etc. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

It would certainly be beneficial to have a dedicated PTW accident reporting form to highlight 
the particularities of PTW accidents. 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

 Rider profile in depth: - experience, attitude (?), mileage/year, rider gear worn, ... 

 Environment in depth: road condition, weather, obstacles, etc. 

 In the case of a collision with another vehicle: profile of opponent and in-depth 
considerations: why for example did the opponents not see the PTW or why was a 
situation misinterpreted. 
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DANEMARK – MCTC 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Denmark 

Name of the respondent: Gunnar Skrydstrup 

Organisation/Department: MCTC 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

No comments 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

No, our impression is that the present reporting system is all right 

 

FRANCE – FFMC 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country:  France  

Organisation/Department:  FFMC   

Name of the respondent: Eric Thiollier (General Delegate) and Marc Bertrand (Road safety 
officer) 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

Accident reporting is done via a simplified report known as BAACC (Bulletin d’Analyse 
d’Accident Corporel de la Circulation). This report is filled with data provided by the police 
accident report. It is “simplified”, containing insufficient data for any proper and detailed 
understanding of accident circumstances and causation factors. 

Academic studies by UMRESTTE (Unité Mixte de Recherche Epidémiologie et Surveillance 
Transport Travail Environnement) have shown MC accidents are often under-reported. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Probably yes, though this would increase the complexity of accident data collation.  PTW 
accidents are very specific (inherent instability and vulnerability make them particularly 
sensitive to road defects.  But in addition the reporting officer needs to be properly trained.  
Confusion often exists between an accident’s contextual elements and its cause. For 
example: not wearing a helmet is a contextual element that can lead to the death of the 
victim, but is not a cause of the accident.  A reporting officer with experience as a PTW rider 
will often have a better understanding of accident causation factors. 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
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statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

 Dissociation of causes and consequences 

 Taking into account third parties even if not “involved” in the accident (a PTW accident 
can be caused by a hazardous manoeuvre by a motorist without the PTW actually 
making contact with the car.   

 

GERMANY – BIKER UNION 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Germany 

Organisation: Biker Union e.V. 

Name of the respondent: Rolf Frieling, Chairman of the Board 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

We don’t know the exact content of the accident reporting form(s) in Germany. We are not 
even sure whether there is a single form used in all German federal states (police issues are 
the responsibility of the 16 state governments in Germany). 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Not really. The police accident reports are the basis for the official accident statistics. 
Therefore they should cover all kinds of accidents on public roads. More important is how the 
forms are used. We know about quite comprehensive good examples giving detailed 
information on the course of the accident and its causation. But there are obviously police 
officers who think “inappropriate speed” is the reason for every motorcycle accident. 

 
 

GERMANY – BVDM 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Germany 

Organisation/Department: BVDM e.V. 

Name of the respondent: Michael Wilczynski 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

Police reporting is much better than years before, but not specifically for PTWs 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Yes, because the reports available to us are mostly for cars 

mailto:l.marot@fema-online.eu
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IRELAND – MAG IRELAND 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Ireland 

Organisation/Department: MAG Ireland 

Name of the respondent: Declan McGuire 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

Yes. For many years, accident investigations have been very poor, with only basic analysis 
done. Today, all serious/fatal RTA’s are forensically investigated to a very high standard, but 
the raw data is not shared with us so we cannot learn from them. Sometimes, high level 
reports come out saying X number of riders died overtaking and Y died in head-on collisions 
but we never see the raw data these are based on so it is difficult to verify them for accuracy. 
However, we have no reason to doubt them. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

There may already be such a form in use, I don’t know, but I think it would be better if there 
was an experienced Garda (Police) motorcyclist consulted for every PTW accident, however 
minor it may be. 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

Unfortunately I don’t have sufficient time or expertise to answer this. 

 

THE NETHERLANDS – MAG NL 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: NL 

Name of the respondent: Dolf Willigers 

Organisation/Department: MAG NL 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

At the moment police reporting on accidents is almost non-existent. We would welcome 
police reporting on accidents involving PTWs, including infrastructure problems and 
responsibility. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

No, we would welcome good police reporting on all accidents in which motorized vehicles are 
involved. 

mailto:l.marot@fema-online.eu
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NORWAY – NMCU 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Norway 

Organisation/Department: NMCU 

Name of the respondent: Morten Hansen 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

Two decades ago police reporting on motorcycle accidents was really bad, but over the 
years it has improved a lot, mostly because overall motorcycling competence has improved. 
Also helpful is the fact that NPRA Accident Investigation Groups are scrambled every time 
there is a fatal accident. 

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Yes definitely, but in practice I think it would be very hard to convince police to use a special 
reporting form for motorcycling accidents. 

3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

Identify the dynamics of the accident in order to quickly establish a plausible cause. 

 

SWEDEN – SMC 
 

Interviewee details: 

Country: Sweden 

Organisation/Department: Sveriges MotorCyklister, SMC  

Name of the respondent: Maria Nordqvist 

 

1. Do you have any comments to make on police reporting on accidents involving 
PTWs in your country? (e.g.: infrastructure problems, responsibility or information 
on the rider)? 

Apart from reports on fatal accidents, we are never allowed to see police reports. We 
conclude that alcohol tests are not always done on other motorists (the ones causing the 
accident) but always on the rider killed. We conclude that the lack of information in the police 
reports might lead to public prosecutors not taking motorists to court or being unable to 
sentence them. Circumstances such as poor road grip, gravel on the road, spillages, etc. are 
rarely mentioned. The police/public prosecutor never takes the road owner to court; this has 
to be done by organisations like the SMC.  

2. Do you see any advantage in having an “accident reporting form” specifically for 
PTWs? Please explain. 

Could be good.  

mailto:l.marot@fema-online.eu
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3. In your expert opinion, what should such a “PTW-specific accident report” focus 
on that would be helpful to improve understanding of PTW accident causes and 
statistics? Please list sections, questions, etc... (you can also send us a template 
if you have one (l.marot@fema-online.eu)  

 Rider: Licence, owner of vehicle, drugs/alcohol, rider error.  

 Road: grip, spillage, gravel, barriers, poles, potholes, etc..  

 Other party: licence, owner of vehicle, drugs/alcohol, driver error.  

 Motorcycle: technical faults? ABS? Tires? Insurance/registered/allowed to ride on the 
road?  

  

mailto:l.marot@fema-online.eu
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Annexe 5 
 
 

Additional questions Member States and research 
community  

Results for D4 – Accident reporting 
 

 

AUSTRIA 
 

Interviewee details: 

(1) Name of the respondent: Martin Winkelbauer 
(1) Organisation/Department: Senior Researcher at KFV (Austrian Road Safety Board) 

(2) Name of the respondent: Peter Saleh 
(2) Organisation/Department: Senior Engineer at Austrian Institute of Technology 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

Only one report, in an electronic form coordinated by the police software. Since 2012, the 
location of the accident is entered into a GPS system. 

 See complementary document D4: “D4 – accident report (Unfallzaehlblatt) – Austria” for 
the old form which has been more or less transferred into the electronic system. There is just 
one major difference: The electronic system contains one question on the cause for the 
accident, and constitutes an educated guess on the part of the responsible police officer. It is 
not the result of any scientific assessment. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

No, only one report. 

a. If yes (please send a copy if possible), what are the main differences to 
the regular accident report? 

b. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the 
standard accident report form? 

Not as such.  See complementary document for the old form “D7 – accident report – 
Austria”. 

But now that it is an electronic form, when a police officer ticks “PTW”, specific questions 
about PTWs are shown. This new system is currently being tested.  

The Ministry is interested in the cc engine size (and not just engine power), whether it is a 
combustion or electric vehicle, whether a helmet was worn, and also licence information (if 
we look at the profile of the motorcyclists, the elements linked to the licence are important): 
How long has he had his licence? What much experience does he have? Is he a new rider? 
Is he a young rider? Etc.   

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Not really. The thing is that this information is not collected by the police. So if there is an 
infrastructure investigation (for example on road grip), the information is collected afterwards. 
Moreover it is not the same Ministry (the police come under the Ministry of Interior, while the 
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other information will be collected by the Ministry of Transport). Also, this data is not publicly 
available.  

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

In the case of an accident involving personal injury, the police have to go to the scene and 
collect information. One section of the information collected goes to the public prosecutor. 
And they have to finish filling out the statistical part of the questionnaire before collecting the 
information for the public prosecutor. It’s called accident data management (UDM). 

There is a police report with some basic facts on the area: type of road, road condition, 
weather, road design (curve, straight line). Though the cause of the accident is not entered, it 
can be assessed later. There is a project currently running to identify black spots and the 
reasons for them, and to assess the risk. But this is done by the police. 

Moreover, the Austrian Standards Institute also documents the accident and publishes a 
report at the end of the year. 

 

BELGIUM 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Heike Martensen 

Organisation/Department: Belgian Road Safety Institute (BIVV-IBSR) 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No, the form is the same for all type of roads. In practice, there could be differences as the 
accidents on highways are registered by the federal police and all other accidents by the 
local police. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

No, there is no specific report for PTW accidents. We have a number of questions on cycle 

paths specific to cyclists and moped users. But there is no specific section for other PTWs. 

See the accident form (in French). 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

The police reports on motorcycle accidents – as with those for other road users – vary a lot in 
detail and quality. Sometimes an accident expert conducts very detailed measurements of all 
vehicles, the road and the environment and presents a full accident reconstruction, while at 
other times there is barely a sketch of the accident scene and very little information. 
Generally speaking, the minimum is a detailed sketch of the scene including possible 
damage and other obstacles in/on the road surface. Moreover photos of the accident scene 
are taken and included. The quality varies but for the most part the pictures allow the state of 
the road to be assessed. 

For single-vehicle accidents it is often explicitly noted whether there were any road problems 
that could have caused the accident. For crashes with other road users this is rarely 
mentioned in the files. 
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In the MOTAC study, we investigated 200 police reports of motorcycle accidents with severe 
or fatal injuries. In the table below we list the percentage of files missing a particular type of 
information:  

 
Brussels 

HG 
Flanders Wallonia Belgium 

File contains report of accident expert 36% 39% 19% 30% 

File does not contain     

- alcohol test motorcyclist 64% 69% 56% 63% 

- (recognizable) photos 27% 27% 26% 27% 

- sketch 0% 14% 39% 25% 

File contains insuffiant information on     

- road surface (maintenance, damage) 18% 9% 17% 13% 

- type of PTW 18% 12% 9% 11% 

- insurance, registration of motorcyclist/motorcycle 9% 7% 1% 5% 

- pre-accident speed 46% 38% 53% 45% 

- driving licence 0% 7% 7% 7% 

- helmet use 27% 30% 17% 24% 

Total number files 11 100 89 200 

Source: MOTAC (BIVV-IBSR) 

 

In the graph below we give the percentage of accidents where a problem with the road was 

found. In grey you can also see the accidents for which we had no information. 

The first column concerns single vehicle motorcycle accidents, and you can see that there 

were only four files in which we could not derive this information from either the photos (light 

green sections) or a statement of the officer (dark green section). In the second column this 

is described for motorcycles in crashes with other vehicles. You can see that for these 

accidents there were many more files without information on road surface problems.   
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Problems related to the state of the road and the impact dependent on the type of user 

(n=330) : 

 

Source: MOTAC (BIVV-IBSR) 

 

National accident statistics 

For each accident registered by the police a form has to be filled in on which the national 
statistics are based. This form contains the following information on infrastructure 

11. Road surface (dry or wet; puddles; sleet, snow; clean; dirty (sand, pebbles, leaves); 
unknown – 2 selections possible) 

12. Area (built up; rural area) 

13. Other local characteristics (road works with effect on surface; bridge, viaduct; tunnel; 
railway crossing; roundabout; none – 2 selections possible). 

18. Accident factors – road / road conditions (bad surface conditions of road or cycle path 
(tracks, sleet, mud, flooding); deficient signposting/road marking; defective or insufficient 
lightning; road works; congestion, traffic jam, accident; steep descent (7%+); sharp turn; bad 
visibility (contours, fixed obstacle, stationary vehicle). 

While questions 11-13 are usually filled in, the report on accident factors (question 18) is 
unreliable. 
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BULGARIA 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Stefan Stoimenov  

Organisation/Department: Trafficpol 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No, there is only one police accident report (= Registration card). 

 See complementary documents D4: “D4 – Accident report (Acting card) – Bulgaria”; “D4 – 
Registration card (draft) – Bulgaria”. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

No. 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

No. 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Yes but there is no special section for infrastructure as such. The investigator has to collect 
any information related to the cause of the accident, so he will investigate the infrastructure. 
But it will depend on his evaluation of the situation. 

The investigator also has to fill another report, the registration card (for statistic purposes 
only), and in this there are questions about the infrastructure (bridge, etc.). 

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

The report is compiled by the investigation unit, separate from the traffic police officer. The 
job of the police on the accident is to make sure the investigation unit is able to do its work. 

When the accident call comes in, the police have to secure the scene. Once this has been 
done, the traffic unit (auxiliary unit within the police) comes to fill in the accident report and 
the registration card used for statistics. They in turn can call in the more specialized 
investigation unit to collect information for a possible court case, generally only in the case of 
injuries or fatalities. 

 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
 

Country: Czech Republic 

Name of the respondent: Jindrich Fric 

Organisation/Department: Division of Road Safety and Traffic Engineering, Transport 
Research Centre 

 

1. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

There is no specific accident report for PTWs. 

2. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 
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Yes, the police compile a detailed record of the accident scene. 

 
 

GERMANY 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: BASt  

Organisation/Department: Federal Highway Research Institute (BASt) 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No, we don’t have different police accident reports per road category. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the 
standard accident report form? 

No, we don’t have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs. 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Yes. Infrastructural problems are taken into account as general accident causes concerning 
road surface conditions (e.g. slippery carriageways, the state of the road, any irregular 
condition of traffic signs/installations, insufficient road lighting or insufficiently secured railway 
crossings). 

Trees or other obstacles/barriers alongside the carriageway are only registered in the case 
one of the involved vehicles collided with it. 

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

It depends on several factors, but in practice it works the same way independent of the type 
of vehicles involved. 

The accident is registered by the police in situ when called to the accident. The information of 
the accident is registered in the computer system later on at the police station. A further 
possibility is for an accident to be registered at the police station after the accident occurred. 

 

FINLAND 

 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Riikka Rajamäki 

Organisation/Department: Trafi 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 



44 

 

No 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

No 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

No 

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

The forms are computerized and the police has a connection to Trafi’s vehicle database. 
Accident scene coordinates come from police car gps systems. Form-filling is of course 
secondary, with rescue work and preventing further accidents the top priority. If you want to 
know more details on the police form-filling procedure, please let me know, and I’ll find some 
police officers to tell you about it. 

 

FRANCE 
 

Interviewee details:  

(1) Name of the respondent: Pascal DUNIKOWSKI 

(1) Organisation/Department: Délégation à la Sécurité et à la Circulation Routières ; Chargé 

de mission 2RM National - Secrétaire de la commission 2R/2RM du Conseil National de 

Sécurité Routière  

(2) Name of the respondent: Thierry Serre 

(2) Organisation/Department: IFSTTAR, Département Transport Santé Sécurité (TS2) 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No there is only one form. On this report, the type of the road is specified, with the data used 
for statistical purposes.   

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

No. 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

No. But there are some questions more specific to PTWs: type of vehicle, make and whether 
a helmet was worn.  

It would be interesting to have more information to measure the speed of impact for example, 
which is as yet not the case; information about the safety gear worn by the motorcyclist, 
information about vehicle deformation in the crash, etc.  

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

http://www.securite-
routiere.gouv.fr/content/download/21977/191446/version/1/file/Partie+8+Annexes.pdf 

It is not really developed. The police accident report just establishes facts. There is a list of 
different characteristic of the road but without detailed explanations. For example, there are 
boxes for “crash-barrier” or “tree”, though only needing to be checked in the case of a vehicle 

http://www.securite-routiere.gouv.fr/content/download/21977/191446/version/1/file/Partie+8+Annexes.pdf
http://www.securite-routiere.gouv.fr/content/download/21977/191446/version/1/file/Partie+8+Annexes.pdf
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crashing into them. If a rider crashed into a tree because he fell off his motorcycle, it won’t be 
reported. 

But there are “other” boxes that can be checked to be more flexible in the report. But it will 
depend on the police officer and the level of detail he provides. So the quality of police 
accident reports is really quite varied. 

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

The police accident report can initially be filled in on the spot just after the accident, but 
sometimes there is a lack of information and the police have to come back to the scene 
some days later to complete the report. One of the big problems of accident reports is that 
the person intervening at the moment of the accident and the person who completes the 
report are different (different ministries, different departments, etc.). 

 

 

HUNGARY 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Ferenc Pausz 

Organisation/Department: GRSP Hungary Association 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No, we do not have different police accident reports per road category. There is a standard 

accident report form in Hungary. The police patrol who investigates the accident scene has 

to write all the important road parameters in the accident report form (For example: road 

category, road configuration, state of the road, etc.). 

 

Remarks: 

In Hungary the legal framework for police investigations at the accident scene is Act XXXIV 

of 1994 on the Police, Act C. of 2012 on the Offence Code and Act II. of 2012 on the Criminal 

Code. 

During police investigations the police officer has to collect all evidence, look for (eye) 

witnesses and take photos. 

Generally the aim of any police investigation is to find the person indictable by law. The road 

parameters (the location of the accident) and the vehicle parameters are important so this 

data is included in the accident report. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

No, we do not have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents. 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 
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In the standard accident report form the focus is on the person causing the accident and any 

other people involved in the accident, as well as on the vehicle they used during the 

accident, i.e. motorcycles and mopeds are included as well. 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Of course, although as I mentioned previously the police look primarily for the person 

indictable by law. 

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

As already mentioned, in the case of PTW accidents the same information is recorded in the 

accident reports as with accidents involving other vehicles. Specific PTW features are looked 

at in the subsequent investigation of the accident when the vehicle is inspected by an expert 

in the matter. 

 

IRELAND 
 

Interviewee details: 

(1) Name of the respondent: Forbes Vigors 
(1) Organisation/Department: National Roads Authority 

(2) Name of the respondent: Yaw Bimpeh 
(2) Organisation/ Road Safety Authority 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No. It is the same report. The police have to fill out a report for each crash. On this report 
there are questions about the location, the road type. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

No. 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

It is the same collision report as for cars, with information such as the place, the time, the 
type of vehicle involved, age, gender, etc. 

The police accident report is now an electronic form, no longer on paper.  See 
complementary documents D4 for the old report: “Police accident report - Ireland - CT68” 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Yes: road type, road furniture (bend, etc.). And this information is shared with the National 
Road Authority for the latter to go to the site of the accident to check whether the road needs 
repairing.  

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

There are different investigations in the case of a collision. If the collision is minor, the police 
just fills in the standard collision report at the site of the accident to try to reconstitute the 
crash. 

If there is a fatality, a forensic investigation is conducted, leading to 3 different reports: police, 
forensic expertise (with information about the vehicle, driver, altogether a very detailed 
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report) and the National Road Authority (within 7 days). The latter report concerns the road 
structure itself. 

 
 

ITALY 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Lucia Pennisi 

Organisation/Department: Italian Automobil Club, statistical department. 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

Yes. There is no harmonised police accident report. The local police can use a specific form 
of their own. But they all send data to the statistical office on a common form. There were 
attempts at harmonization between the 20 different regions but it proved impossible to find a 
common position. 

The state police (motorway) have two reports: one for material damage only and one for 
injuries or fatalities. These are the same for all regions. And carabinieri also have one report 
the all Italy. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

No. But it could be useful. Sometimes, we compile specific reports / studies, though it is 
difficult to disseminate information on PTWs. 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

No, neither in the police report nor the statistical report. But in the latter, we sometimes 
manage to include a specific report. Lacking certain details, we just have the main data. 
Specific information refers to moped users, cyclists, pedestrians or PTWs. Only 3 - 5 pages 
summarising the situation.  

Lucia Pennisi, or Silvia Bruzzone, will try to send us the statistical form and the carabinieri 
report (used by local police). Set by set, it is harmonized in practice. 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

No. Need to be improved.  

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

It depends whether the police has time to fill out the form immediately. Sometimes, they have 
to do the report afterwards. But this is only the police which can fill out the form. 
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LATVIA 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Aldis Lāma 

Organisation/Department: Road Traffic Safety Directorate 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

Only one report, for all kinds of accidents involving injury. And there are enough details in it 
to determine what happened. For accidents without injury and just material damage, it is not 
necessary for the police to fill out a report if the accident is not important. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

We do not have specific accident report for PTWs. 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

No, there is one section for vehicles, but not specific for motorcycles.  

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Yes. Details about the road shape (curves, material of the road). It includes some elements 
on road maintenance, like the road condition, whether the road was slippery, wet, covered 
with snow, etc. But there are no elements about the design itself, like signposts, obstacles, 
etc.  

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

It is the police who fills in the form, just after the accident. The Ministry of Transport just use 
statistics.  

 

LUXEMBOURG 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Thierry Weber 

Organisation/Department: Police Grand-Ducale, Direction des Opérations et de la Prévention 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

The same report is used for all kind of roads. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

We have only one standardized accident investigation form for all categories of traffic/ road 

accidents. See D4 for the report. There are no specific questions about PTWs. 

Nevertheless, there is a motorcycle working group within the Ministry of Environment and 

Infrastructure focusing in particular on motorcycle accidents. On the basis of their analysis, 
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they can issue advice on improving a particular section of a road dangerous for PTWs 

(improving safety by installing specific signs for motorcycles for example). 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

No, Police do not take infrastructural problems into account when writing an accident report. 

The police investigation report is transferred to the public prosecutor.  

This accident investigation reports, in anonymised form, can be requested by a specialized 

working group within the national traffic committee for study purposes in order to improve 

public infrastructure and eliminate black spots related to infrastructural problems. 

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

The organization Ponts et Chaussées can ask the police for an anonymised copy of the 
report, using this as the base for improving the safety of the road concerned. 

In the case of repeated accidents on one road section, Ponts et Chaussées may perform a 
technical study to understand the cause of these accidents. 

At the scene of an accident, it is the role of the police to intervene. After that, the accident 
reports are analysed. If necessary, experts can be called to the scene of the accident when 
there is a specific infrastructure issue to be dealt with. 

 

 

THE NETHERLANDS 
 

Interviewee details: 

(1) Name of the respondent: Robbert Verweij 
(1) Organisation/Department: department of Road Safety, Ministry of Infrastructure and 
Environment 

(2) Name of the respondent: Saskia de Craen 

(2) Organisation/Department: SWOV Institute for Road Safety Research 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No, the same reports for each road category.  See complementary document D4 : “Police 
accident report – NL”. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

No, we have only one accident report. 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

No and there are no specific questions on PTWs either.  

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Yes, if these contributed to the crash, though there is no specific section on infrastructure. 
This means there are no questions on infrastructure as such. But we can ask the police 
officer to indicate what contributed to the crash. Answering this kind of question, they can 
specify whether it was infrastructure-related, whether there was debris on the road, etc. So it 
is up to the police officer to recognize whether there was a problem with the infrastructure.  
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However this is not entered into the accident database. Infrastructural conditions, such as at 
a (signalized) intersection or a pedestrian crossing, should always be reported independent 
of their relation to the crash. 

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 

For some crashes the police are present and have to fill in an electronic form, gathering all 
information. This is in turn forwarded to the government. Sometimes, insurance companies 
can also conduct further investigations. And in the case of any law-suit, further investigations 
are possible, though not conducted by the police, meaning that the government does not get 
this information.  

From these reports, we know that only 1% of motorcycle crashes are caused by speed. 
However, speed is often seen as a contributory factor in many accidents, because it is 
difficult for a police officer alone to identify the cause of the accident and other contributing 
factors.  

But there is a second data source: if a person is injured and goes to hospital, the hospital 
collects data on his injuries and the vehicle. But that’s all - weather, infrastructure, location 
details, etc. are not collected by the hospital.  

Both records are combined by the government. This information is given to SWOV of an 
annual basis, with the latter making the statistics public on its website.  

 

 

ROMANIA 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Valentin IONITA 

Organisation/Department: Romanian Traffic Police Directorate 

 

1. Do you have different police accident reports per road category (e.g. local, 
regional, TEN-T roads)?   

No. In Romania, the same report is used for all regions and all road categories. 

2. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accidents? 

No, we have the same police accident report for PTW accidents as for other accidents. 

a. If no, do you have a section that focuses specifically on PTWs in the standard 
accident report form? 

No, there is no section that focuses specifically on PTWs in our standard accident report 
form. 

3. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Yes, we write down all the problems identified at the scene of the accident in the documents 
that are sent for analysis to the prosecutors. These may possibly establish the liability of the 
roads administrator. 

Yes, when they notice infrastructural problems, the police notify the roads administrator to fix 
them. 

4. When an accident involving a PTW occurs, what is involved in practice when 
filling in the accident report form? 
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This is the same procedure as for all accidents involving all types of vehicles. First, at the 

scene of an accident, the police officer writes a report with all data that might be lost (such 

as, for example, road conditions, weather conditions, etc.). After that, a technical examination 

of the PTW will follow (all the data and details are written in the report). Finally, personal data 

on the accident victims, passengers and witnesses are entered into the report, as well as any 

initial conclusions regarding the cause of the accident. Sometimes, when there are many 

things to do, it might take a few days to get all the data. 

 

UK 
 

Interviewee details: 

Name of the respondent: Catriona Henderson 

Organisation/Department: Road User Licensing, Insurance and Safety 

 

1. Do you have a specific police accident report for PTW accident? 

No 

2. Do police accident reports take infrastructural problems into account? 

Yes. But only contributory factors, e.g. road conditions, defects. But there are quality 
problems with these reports as it is up to the police officer to decide what to do and to assess 
the situation.   
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Annex 6 
 
Police reporting   countries studied 
 

- DENMARK 

- FRANCE 

- ITALY 

- PORTUGAL 

- SCOTLAND 

- SLOVENIA 

- SPAIN 

- SWITZERLAND 

- UNITED KINGDOM 


