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Towards a new culture for urban mobility  

In the European Union, over 60% of the population lives in urban areas where about 

85% of the EU’s gross domestic product is produced . Since migration towards urban 

areas is expected to continue, the quality of life in these areas should be as high as 

possible. Urban mobility is therefore a crucial issue, both in economic terms as well as 

for the welfare of the individual.  

 

Many urban areas throughout Europe are chronically congested. In 2007 the European 

Commission estimated  the annual loss generated by delays caused by congestion to 

be 100 billion Euros which represents 1% of the EU’s GDP. Of course this number does 

not reflect the costs arising from the loss of living space taken up by vehicles 

occupying the road and parking space.  

 

Traffic in urban areas is responsible for 40% of CO2 emissions and 70% of emissions 

of other pollutants. On a local level these emissions may lead to health problems while 

on a global scale they are contributing to climate change and global warming.  

 

Collective modes of transport, like train, tram, metro, bus, and taxi are able to 

considerably improve urban mobility while at the same time diminishing its negative 

outcomes. What remains problematic is the increased use of individual modes of 

transport: still the average car occupancy, especially during peak hours, ranks around 

1.5 persons per passenger-km per vehicle-km . At the same time cars tend to become 

even more spacious.  
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Making individual transport more efficient - creating a new urban 

mobility culture 

The most efficient modes of individual transport are two wheelers: bicycles, mopeds, 

scooters and motorcycles. While short distances can easily be completed on bicycles, 

intermediate and long distances are completed by powered two wheelers most 

efficiently. The advantages are obvious: two wheelers need less space therefore the 

capacity of roads and parking space can easily be increased by 200%. And since 

powered two wheelers are smaller and lighter than cars they consume considerably 

less fuel.  

 

In the view of the European Commission  “urban mobility should make possible the 

economic development of towns and cities, the quality of life of their inhabitants and 

the protection of their environment.” When all options of walking, cycling and public 

transport are exhausted, powered two wheelers hold the biggest potential to 

accomplish this goal.  

 

All measures that have been taken in the past to optimize the use of private cars can 

be used by powered two wheelers as well, e.g. Park&Ride facilities, better transport 

management systems and Intelligent Transport Systems to optimize trip planning. 

Other measures, like high parking fees in centre areas and congestion charges are 

already working as incentives to increase the use of powered two wheelers.  

 

More specific measures to promote the use of powered two wheelers consist in legal 

bus lane access (successful application in several major cities like London or 

Barcelona), acceptance of filtering (Belgium, Austria) and sidewalk access for parking 

as long as enough space remains for pedestrians and cyclists (currently practiced in 

Belgium). Even a significant share of fright logistics can be accomplished by mopeds 

or motorcycles, as many courier services throughout Europe are demonstrating.  

 

 

 

What can be done to promote the use of powered two wheelers in cities? 

 

• Bus lane access 

• Acceptance of filtering 

• First stopping lane reserved for bicycles and powered two wheelers 

• Accept parking on sidewalks (given that sufficient space remains) 

• Privileged inner city access for powered two wheelers 

• Favourable taxation schemes 

• Awareness campaigns pointing towards the pros of powered two wheelers 
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Towards greener towns and cities  

Up to today, Powered Two Wheelers (PTWs) represent the most sustainable means of 

motorized personal transport, not only due to their efficient power-to-weight ratio, but 

also due to efficient space occupancy on and off the road as well as the negligible 

damages caused to the road surface. Less expensive than other vehicles, only PTWs 

are accessible to society as a whole. 

 

While car drivers are isolated from their surrounding environment riders of powered 

two wheelers have more direct contact to  the ambiance which makes transport less 

clinical. Besides consuming less fuel than other means of individual transport powered 

two wheelers also occupy less space, therefore they are prone to improve the joint 

usage of roads with other vulnerable road users.  

 

By far the greatest potential to improve green mobility in towns and cities hold electric 

powered two wheelers (ePTWs).  ePTWs do not produce any emissions while noise is 

reduced to a minimum. Unlike electric or hybrid cars ePTWs are affordable to 

everyone and an impressive range of models is already available on the market.  

 

Safer vehicles and safety behaviour 

Elaborate chassis and advanced braking technology has improved the safety of PTWs 

significantly. While most accidents with vulnerable road users are caused by cars, 

buses and trucks, riders of PTWs are hardly known for putting third parties into 

danger.  

 

A problem that remains is motorists overlooking the users of PTWs. Awareness 

campaigns and improved driver training are effective tools to mitigate this problem. A 

rising number of users of PTWs can also be expected to solve this issue. First, riders 

of PTWs tend to be more aware of PTWs even when driving a car. Second, an increase 

of the absolute numbers of PTWs will raise the awareness for users of PTWs among all 

road users.  

 

Adding up time savings (including reduced congestion and reduced pressure on public 

transport), usage costs, accident and pollution, an independent study has calculating 

a net benefit of €168 million  for society resulting from increased motorcycle usage in 

Paris for the period 2000 to 2007. With the increased use of PTWs everybody wins. 
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The Federation of European Motorcyclists’ Associations 

The Federation of European Motorcyclists' Associations (FEMA) is the representative 

federation of motorcycle (comprising all powered two-wheeled vehicles) users 

throughout Europe. FEMA represents the interests of citizens' national organisations at 

the European Union and agencies of the United Nations. FEMA's primary objective is to 

pursue, promote and protect the interests of motorcyclists. FEMA recognises that 

motorcycles have different characteristics from other vehicles and emphasises the 

need for motorcyclists' specific requirements to be addressed. 

 

 


